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My name is Kathleen Bush and I am your Principal at 

Briarwood  until September 29, 2020. I think of how 

brave and flexible we all are in this temporary time.  

 

I  wanted to welcome you to our school especially if 

you are just joining us! This is the 14th year of my 

principal ship and I have elected at the end of Sep-

tember to retire in order to spend time with my  

family. Please help welcome our interim principal 

Brenna Farrell starting September 30. 

 

Each month your principal will share information in 

the newsletter about our school.  This past summer 

our team got together for our School-Based Planning 

Team Meeting and focused on adult and children 

well-being.   

Important considerations for well-being for 

yourself and each other include: 

 

 Understand your own feelings and actions. 

 Trust your instincts. 

 Open your hearts. 

 Take the time to build your family and school 

community through getting to know each other. 

 Understand your self, your colleague’s, your           

children’s feelings and how a child feels may take 

time to understand. 

 Believe in your self, believe in every child. 

 Take the time to care for yourself in order to open  

your heart to care  for others.  

 

Spending time with my family is important to me.  I 

enjoy hearing about our families and 

the chil-

dren’s 

summer 

adven-

tures! 

Favorites… 

Happy School Year!!          

Miss Bush 
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 Briarwood School 

 I love our school district! 

 I love our school! 

 I love our families, children and 

teams! 

West Irondequoit Central School District 

Briarwood School 
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October 5th 
Picture Day 
October 8th  

Go Home Early Drill 
2:50 PM 

October 12th 
No School Columbus Day 

October 26-30th 
Red Ribbon Week 

October  30th 
Virtual Parent Principal Coffee 

10:30-11:30 AM 
 
 

 
 
 

Important Information 

Briarwood School - 336-1610 

Miss Bush - Principal 

Miss Kash - Secretary 

Mrs. Marrapese - Nurse - 336-1618 

Superintendent’s Office - 336-2983 

Transportation Office - 336-2992 

 Lunch Program Update  

At this time the USDA has been providing our schools with free 

meals for our children until December 31st or when their funds 

run out. For this reason we are asking that parents who qualify 

for free or reduced lunches please send in your applications. If 

you need an application please see the secretary at the main 

office. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep Briarwood Clean! 

 

 

 

 

As the weather is constantly changing, please be sure  

to dress your child appropriately for outdoor recess.   

We want them to have fun but to also be warm!  

Thank you for your cooperation! 
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COUNSELING NEWS 

 

Dear Parents: 

We are off to a great start this year! 

This month I will be visiting your child’s classroom or 
sending a lesson on healthy choices. Each year as part 
of the health/counseling curriculum, children in West 
Irondequoit are involved in mandated classroom les-
sons concerning the prevention of drug and alcohol 
abuse through drug awareness.  The lessons are pre-
sented to all grades in a manner that is developmen-
tally appropriate, and emphasizes learning strategies 
to stay safe.  The key points that will be presented to 
your children are: 

 A drug is a substance that changes the way your body 
works. 

Prescription drugs and illegal drugs are very different. 

Tobacco and alcohol are drugs.  Children should not 
drink alcohol or smoke cigarettes because they are 
not healthy for young, growing minds and bodies. 

There are several strategies for staying healthy and 
dealing with stress.  One strategy is to talk to 
trusted adults when they are feeling sad or mad. 

Please review these key points with your child.  Dis-
cuss the importance of knowing what to do in situa-
tions that involve alcohol and other drugs.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me. 
Thank you for your continued support in helping our 
children learn and grow!  

Warmly, 

Meghan Lentner, MSEd, NCC 
School Counselor 
Briarwood/Colebrook Schools 
585.336.1617/585.336.1607 

Meghan_Lentner@westiron.monroe.edu 

 

 

 
 

 

Health Office News 

Mrs. Marrapese 

School Nurse 

A friendly reminder to parents regarding the dis-

trict’s guidelines for students who are called in ab-

sent or sent home due to illness.  If a student dis-

played any one of the following symptoms, they can-

not return to school without a negative COVID-19 

test result or a 14-day quarantine.   

Fever (<100F) 

Chills 

Cough 

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

Fatigue 

Muscle or body aches 

Headache 

New loss of taste or smell 

Sore throat 

Congestion or runny nose 

Nausea or vomiting 

Diarrhea 

 

More information can be found at https://

www.westirondequoit.org/UserFiles/Servers/

Server_228510/File/

DISTRICT/Health/COVID/

WI_COVID_flow.pdf 
 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Marrapese 

School Nurse-Briarwood 

Phone: 585-336-1618 

School-Based Planning Team 
Please see the Principal’s article for School 

Based Planning Team news. 

More information will be given in our up-

coming Newsletters. 

mailto:Meghan_Lentner@westiron.monroe.edu


BRIARWOOD MUSIC NEWS 

Hello Briarwood, Brookview, and Southlawn 

families!  It’s going to be a great year in music, alt-

hough a bit different than what we are used to from 

years past.  Your child may have told you some of 

these differences for the year already.  This year I 

am traveling to each teacher’s classroom through-

out the three buildings to teach music.  Due to safe-

ty regulations no singing is allowed in any class this 

year for the time being.  We have used this oppor-

tunity to put ourselves in the shoes of people in our 

community who can never speak or sing.  We pon-

dered how do these friends communicate and found 

that year will be the perfect opportunity to learn 

sigh language for our songs.  Ask your child to sign 

“Now it’s time for music” for you! 

Another difference this year is that we can-

not use traditional instruments in music class.  We 

have not let us stop us from being creative!  These 

first few weeks of school we have discovered what 

body percussion we can use, as well as everyday 

items in and around our desks that can be used to 

make a sound.  We have had great fun learning new 

rhythms with unexpected ensembles of everyday 

items.  Ask your child about their favorite new in-

strument from class. 

This year may have more challenges than we 

have ever faced in music, but we are all determined 

to think creatively and make this year a great, new 

experience for everyone.  If the first few weeks are 

any indication of how great this year will be in mu-

sic, then we are all in for a treat.  I look forward to 

another great year with the students. 

Andrew DenBleyker 

Andrew_denbleyker@westiron.monroe.edu 
Briarwood / Brookview / Southlawn 

 

 

 

PE NEWS 
 Renee Gould 

        Physical Education Specialist   

 

The Physical Education Depart-

ment would like to provide you with some important infor-

mation to ensure a smooth, safe, and successful start to the 

2020-2021 school year! The major reason for this is that Physi-

cal Education will look and feel quite different to start this 

school year. Below is a numbered list of what your son or 

daughter should expect: Please keep in mind that these points 

of emphasis will likely change throughout the year, and all 

changes will be communicated.  

1. Students will be required to wear their masks for the dura-

tion of P.E class.  

Teachers will plan in water breaks which will pro-

vide a natural mask break. Students should 

bring in their own water bottles. 

2. All P.E classes will go outside as much as possible. There-

fore, students should always plan on having warm clothes 

like sweatpants, sweatshirts and jackets for class.  

3. When outside and moving around, students will be able to 

maintain a 12ft distance from each other at all times. All P.E 

fields will be painted with 12x12 grids like checkerboards 

and each student will be assigned their own square.  

4. When we need to stay inside for P.E class, it will take place 

in the students’ classrooms because our schools’ gymnasi-

ums have been transformed into additional classrooms.  

5. There will be no equipment used in P.E class to start the 

school year. 

6.   Wednesdays are remote learning days. From home, stu-

dents will be expected to participate in a P.E lesson found 

on the “SeeSaw” program (k-3). Further instructions will be 

provided to all students and classroom teachers.   

Wondering what will be the same??? A curriculum based on the 

NYS P.E Standards!  

Students will engage in safe exercises to strengthen their mus-

cles and brain creativity 

Students will be taught sportsmanship and teamwork  

Students will work on their communication and leadership skills 

Students will increase their knowledge on personal fitness and 

goal setting 

The entire K-6 Physical Education Staff is excited for an amaz-

ing school year! If you have any ques-

tions at all please contact me at 

Renee_Gould@westiron.monroe.edu  

 

mailto:Andrew_denbleyker@westiron.monroe.edu
mailto:Renee_Gould@westiron.monroe.edu


Helmer Nature Center 

Fall Celebration: 

Fall Celebration -- Kickoff!  Friday, October 2nd 

Kick off fall festivities at Helmer with a stroll 

through the woods.  Families can take part in 

a crepuscular crawl Friday night at dusk.  Teens 

and adults can join us a little later to enjoy a laid 

back just-past-full moon walk under the canopy of 

trees.  We're keeping attendance small to allow for 

distancing, so pre-registration is REQUIRED. Pay-

ment is accepted at the door -- cash or 

check only.  Email me 

or HelmerNatureCenter@gmail.com.  You may 

also call the nature center at 585-336-3035. See 

details below:  

Family Crepuscular Crawl 

Families can kick off the Fall Celebration with a 

walk through the woods with a naturalist at 

dusk.  Find out what our animal friends do after 

dinner!  

DATE:  10/2/2020 

TIME:  6:00 PM  

LOCATION:  Helmer Nature Center 

PROGRAM FEE:  $5  

Just-Past-Full Moon Walk 
Explore our trails under the light of a full moon 

with one of our Naturalist Educators. Adults 

and students 16+. 

DATE:  10/2/2020 

TIME:  8:00 PM  

LOCATION:  Helmer Nature Center 

PROGRAM FEE:  $5  

Virtual Parent/Principal 

Coffee 

Date: October 30, 2020 

Time: 10:30-11:30 AM 

RSVP: Sign up Here 

Don’t Forget 

Let’s show our school spirit by wear-

ing your Briarwood Brightest spirit-

wear on Fridays, and for our school 

assemblies! 

NYS Testing Reminder 

NYS ELA testing for Grade 3: April 20th-22nd 

NYS Math testing for Grade 3: May 4th-6th 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2jBOXgFFtk-7qhRfh908zcCYgERMGNdImnb-p0yi1fxURTBQMFhUN1FSSVdEREZUMjRIR085UTlFUy4u


DETAILS ON NEW ‘RAPTOR’  

VISITOR SYSTEM 

At the start of the 2019-2020 school year West 
Irondequoit began using the Raptor Visitor Manage-
ment system to add another layer of District-wide 
building safety. Raptor, which is the most widely 
used school screening system in the country, allows 
us to screen visitors and provide an even safer envi-
ronment for students and staff. It identifies anyone 
on a sex-offender registry and allows schools to cus-
tomize databases for parental custody alerts and/or 
banned visitors. Raptor flags them before entry. We 
know this is new for our community, so we appreci-
ate your patience and cooperation working with our 
staff. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

 To enter any building during designated school 
hours, visitors must show government-issued 
photo identification. 

 IDs that will work: state licenses, active military 
cards, green cards and passport cards (not the 
full passport). 

 Once cleared, a visitor badge is produced that 
includes a photo. 

 Visitors must wear/display the badge so it is easi-
ly recognizable. 

 Badges enable our staff to quickly determine if 
visitors are in areas where they should (or should 
not) be 

 Once an ID has been scanned, it is in our system 
and does not need to be scanned again. Howev-
er, visitors will still need to show their ID. 

 For more details, put this link into your web 
browser http://bit.ly/WI_Raptor or go to 
westirondequoit.org, click DEPARTMENTS then 
SECURITY and Raptor Visitor Management. 

 Our Frequently Asked Questions page should an-
swer many questions. 

PTSA NEWS 

You can support all of the programs we 

provide our students by joining the 

PTSA at www.wicptsa.org 

Please feel free to contact us with any 

questions at: 

PTSAbriarwood@gmail.com  

Thank you! 

PTSA Building Representatives 

Dignity for All Students 

The Dignity for All Students Act (DASA) was enacted 
to promote a safe and supportive environment for 
all students, on school grounds and at school func-
tions. In West Irondequoit we continue to maintain a 
culture of mutual respect and our Code of Conduct 
provides expectations for students, staff and resi-
dents as they work, volunteer and visit our schools.  
 

In each school, a DASA Coordinator has been ap-
pointed and trained to handle human relations in 
the areas of race, color, weight, national origin, eth-
nic group, religion, religious practice, disability, sexu-
al orientation, gender (identity or expression) and 
sex. The coordinators are available to assist students 
and families with any concerns. 
 

The DASA Coordinator at Briarwood School  is Princi-
pal Kathleen Bush. Miss Bush can be reached at 336-
1600. 

Look forward to future articles from: 

 Art 

 School Based Planning Team 

http://bit.ly/WI_Raptor%20or%20go%20to%20westirondequoit.org
http://bit.ly/WI_Raptor%20or%20go%20to%20westirondequoit.org
mailto:PTSAbriarwood@gmail.com
http://www.westirondequoit.org/district/boe/CodeofConduct.pdf
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Red Ribbon 

Week 10/26-

10/30 

27 28 29 

 

 

30 

Virtual Parent/

Principal  

Coffee 10:30 am 

Halloween  

Parade 1:45 pm 
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