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November 10, 2020 
 
Dear West Irondequoit Families and Staff,  

Since recording my video on Monday, plans have continued to develop. Thank you to everyone who reached out and 
shared questions and support. Both go a long way in helping our efforts to sustain our programs and services. Some 
have also voiced concern and even anger about the directive to test our children. I understand the fears and am 
strongly advocating for options, but these are the cards we've been dealt. With that comes power -- the power to 
rewrite the narrative by taking action to drive those infection rates down.  

We know that information is critical. First and foremost, know that your child will not be tested without your 
consent. We also know that testing comes with a cost. As you read this letter, a shipment of rapid tests is en route 
from New York State to the Monroe County Department of Public Health. By next Monday, we must be ready to test 
20% of our in-person students/staff and these free tests provided by the state will allow us to do that. Where, when 
and how will this testing occur? We are addressing those questions and plan to provide a more comprehensive 
update Friday outlining all the logistics. 

Also planned for release this Friday will be the official Parent Consent Form and an FAQ about operating within a 
yellow zone. Until then, here’s a LINK to a distilled overview of the NYS Micro-Cluster Strategy as directed by 
Executive Order 202.68. As you’ll note, we should do everything we can to see our 7-day rolling positive test average 
trend down because if we don’t, the restrictions and hurdles only increase.  

Before we break for Wednesday, I want to call attention again to why. In our schools and across our community, we 
have numerous Veterans, active-duty service people and families who have made tremendous personal sacrifices for 
us. On behalf of our District and Board of Education, thank you for your service to our country. 
 
 
Kind regards,  

 
Aaron R. Johnson, Ed. D 
Superintendent of Schools 
 

 

https://www.westirondequoit.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=228594&pageId=94934958

