
West Irondequoit Central School District 
321 LIST AVENUE 

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14617 
Telephone: (585) 342-5500 

FAX: (585) 266-1556 
 
 
 
January 28, 2021 
 
Dear Families and Staff,  
 
In addition to our usual update, I wanted to share some additional information about athletics, extra-
curricular activities and COVID-19 testing. 
 
WINTER ATHLETICS 
Plans are underway to safely reopen more winter Athletics next Monday and the new “Fall II” season 
(football, volleyball, cheerleading) in March. Preparation has been ongoing since our successful fall season 
and we awaited a decision from Gov. Cuomo. Friday, that news came, pending approval from the Monroe 
County Department of Public Health. Thanks to the work of our athletic department, nurses and support 
staff, we are almost ready. For updates, go to our Athletics website. 
 
Earlier this week, MCDPH Commissioner, Dr. Mendoza, informed superintendents and athletic directors of 
his approval. Given the decreasing community infection rates, negligible infection rates in county schools, 
and the sound health and safety precautions established in our schools, all sports may resume under New 
York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) and NYSDOH guidelines. Tonight at 6:30, 
we are hosting a special Zoom (video) Athletics webinar to share more about the sport-specific structures 
and precautions planned to keep our children and staff healthy and safe. IHS and Dake families received a 
link to that on Wednesday. As we lay these plans, we will continue to monitor the latest expert guidance 
from state and local health officials to make adjustments and remain alert and flexible. They have been 
foundational in sustaining our schools' safety.  
 
OTHER EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
There is no crystal ball, but we are optimistic that this is a sign of more to come for other extra-curricular 
activities such as Visual and Performing Arts. If we deem it is safe for one, deep consideration for the 
others must be given as a matter of equity. We will continue to advocate for this with public health 
officials. As the COVID-19 vaccination becomes more prevalent and if infection rates remain low, we also 
hope government officials and public health experts are considering additional measures to reopening 
schools. But, only if the data supports that a full reopening is safe.  
 
So, stay the course and practice what’s proven. Keep those masks on, stay socially distanced as needed, 
practice good hand hygiene and monitor your symptoms daily. Your persistence is keeping our positivity 
rates extremely low and safeguarding the spread from creeping into our schools. We will watch state and 
local guidance closely and remain ready to react if and when the state directs a change.  
 
COVID-19 TESTING 
Since Jan. 14, 2021 we have administered 458 rapid COVID tests to students and staff. It has produced 
zero positive results. Although Gov. Cuomo has lifted zone restrictions, we plan to continue to test 5% of 

 

https://www.westirondequoit.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=228594&pageId=1394972


our students/staff weekly through late February and into March. We will do this as a way to continue to 
self-monitor safety in our schools. 
 
COVID-19 CASE UPDATE 
Since Monday’s communication, the MCDPH reported three new cases in our District, one student at 
Irondequoit High School, one at Dake Junior High School and one at Rogers Middle School. 
 
The MCDPH’s contact tracing determined that these cases were the result of community spread with no 
close contacts in school. Per federal privacy laws, we can’t disclose any more details or personally 
identifiable information. If you have questions, call the MCDPH Hotline at 753-5555 or email 
COVID19@monroecounty.gov. 
 
For all COVID-related updates, visit our COVID-19 Information page. 
 
In partnership,  
 

 
Aaron R. Johnson, Ed. D 
Superintendent of Schools   
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