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December 9, 2020 
 
Dear Families and Staff,  
 
I hope this midweek communication finds you well and that reverting to daily COVID-19 updates helps. I 
promise to keep them concise. The decision to increase our communication again offers an opportunity to 
talk more about why we see an uptick in reported school cases. It's simple math. We expected that as our 
community's positivity rate rapidly increased over the past month, we would also see an increased number 
of student and staff cases reported by the Monroe County Department of Public Health. Thanks to the 
collaboration between the MCDPH and our staff, this has not impacted our schools' safety. We continue to 
swiftly work through the contact tracing process together to identify close contacts and quarantine people as 
needed. These quarantines are mostly family members and contacts made through the small community and 
household gatherings. With consistent safety precautions like regular masking and physical distancing, we 
continue to safeguard our children and staff against school spread. I cannot praise our children and staff 
enough for sticking with it. Their hard work and determination are the reason why we remain in session.  
 
You may have noticed that a local school district recently had to transition all students to a fully remote 
model due to staffing challenges. That is something every school is managing, including us. Our staff, building 
principals, and human resources office have been like superheroes brainstorming to find creative solutions 
to cover staff absences. To do this, we've had to take an "all-hands-on-deck" mentality with people jumping 
in sometimes at a moment's notice to cover for colleagues. This is becoming increasingly difficult and a 
statewide staffing shortage mixed with the sharp increase in the positivity rate is quickly exhausting our 
options. I can't define a specific bar when we would have to make a similar decision, but we are tracking this 
closely. We may find ourselves at a point where we don't have enough available staff, even with all our 
creativity and flexibility. Please know, we will give you as much advanced warning as possible and are 
committed to maintaining our momentum to the best of our ability.   
 
DAILY COVID-19 Report  
The MCDPH has confirmed one new case today in our District, a student at Seneca elementary who has not 
been in attendance since November 24th. The MCDPH’s contact tracing found this to be the result of 
community spread with no close contacts made in school. Per federal privacy laws, we can’t disclose more 
details or personally identifiable information. If you have questions about these cases, contact tracing or 
quarantining, call the MCDPH COVID-19 Hotline at (585) 753-5555 or email COVID19@monroecounty.gov. 
  
For all COVID-related updates/information, visit our COVID-19 Information Page at THIS LINK. 
 
In partnership,  

 
Aaron R. Johnson, Ed. D 
Superintendent of Schools    
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